How to explain what you did and why you did it
Saying why you decided to research this in the first place.
When you write about your research, at some point (usually at the beginning) you have to clearly establish a niche for your research - in other words, say why your research is relevant. 

This is often done in 2 steps: 

1) you you highlight the importance of the problem in general

2) you identify a particular niche for your research - and claim it. 

Here is an example from the "Mindfulness" articles we have been quoting throughout the course.

"There has been substantial interest in mindfulness as an approach to reduce cognitive vulnerability to stress and emotional distress in recent years. (1) However, thus far mndfulness has not been defined operationally. (2 starts) This paper describes the results of recent meetings held to establish a consensus on mindfulness and to develop conjointly a testable operational definition". 

Does this remind you of anything? Maybe a little bit of SPRE? We start with the general situation and then go down to the specific problem (our niche).

Here is another example. It follows a very similar pattern.

" Since it is not possible to eliminate service failures completely, restaurant managers need to understand the elements that influence customers' complaints that almost inevitably arise from those failures. Building on previous research, the study described in this article examines consumers' reactions to a restaurant's food-service failure" (Susskind, 2000)

There are a lot of useful phrases, which can help you both highlight the importance of the problem and establish your niche - and there is an exercise on Schoology for you to become familiar with them.

But before you move to it, let's also talk about how to describe your research.

When you talk about your methods, it's a good idea to:

· always use the Past Simple tense

· "We interviewed more than 100 academics... We examined the problem in 41 companies" (Davenport et al, 2002)

· alternate between active and passive voice (this makes your text less monotonous) and vary the subjects of your sentences:

· "Customers were asked single-item questions about their attitudes toward the targte menu item and the restaurant. We measured their attitudes about the target food by asking about their perception of the quality and value of the menu item. The questionnaire also asked them to rate how well this restaurant followed trends and maintained food quality". (Wansink et al, 2001)

· not just say what you did, but also why you did it

· To see how consumers respond to descriptive labels, we conducted a six-week experiment of six menu items in a faculty cafeteria at the University of Illinois. 

· ... and when you describe the results of your research, don't expect the reader to understand what your results mean - explain them, and their significance.

· Tip: when you actually write your article, there will be a difference between the Results and the Discussion sections. Normally, as Swales puts it, "if Results deal with facts, then Discussions deal with points; facts are descriptive while points are interpretative". (Swales&Feak, 2004:269).

And now let's look at all the language that you will need to discuss your research!

Useful vocabulary: phrases for discussing your research

Question 1 (1 point)
What's the function of these phrases?

 - in an effort to reduce X, ... (we did Y)

- to confirm our hypothethis, we ...

- in order to establish X, we ... 

 

Comment: this and other questions are based on Swales&Feak, 2004.
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	describing methods
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	describing why your research is relevant
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	identifying your niche


Question 2 (1 point)
What's the function of these phrases?

- Recently, there has been growing interest in...

- The possibility of ... has generated wide interest in ...

- the ... has become a favourite topic for analysis.
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	identifying a niche for your research


Question 3 (1 point)
What is the function of the sentences below? 

- Many investigators have recently turned to...

- The relationship between X and Y has been investigated by many researchers

- A number of recent studies have focused on...
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Question 4 (1 point)
What is the function of these phrases?

- Unfortunately, previous research in this field has ignored...

- Few attempts have been made to identify the links between X and Y

- However, previous research hasbeen limited to ...
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	You're claiming the need for your research
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Question 5 (1 point)
What's the function of these phrases?

- This study was designed to evaluate...

- In this paper we report on the results obtained...

- Our primary objective in this paper is to provide...
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Question 6 (1 point)
What's the function of these phrases? 

- The results (seem to) indicate that...

- In general, the results of the experiment suggest...

- However exploratory, this study may offer some insight into... 
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More useful vocabulary for you

Question 1 (8 points)
Match the parts to make useful phrases to talk about your research.

	Column A


	1.

	On:[image: image20.wmf]


	On

	
	2.

	Given:[image: image21.wmf]


	Given

	
	3.

	Researchers:[image: image22.wmf]


	Researchers

	
	4.

	To gather information:[image: image23.wmf]


	To gather information

	
	5.

	To begin to answer these questions,:[image: image24.wmf]


	To begin to answer these questions,

	
	6.

	The relationship between X:[image: image25.wmf]


	The relationship between X

	
	7.

	The findings reported here:[image: image26.wmf]


	The findings reported here

	
	8.

	This has recently become:[image: image27.wmf]


	This has recently become

	

	
	Column B

a.might not generalize to other spheres.

b.I interviewed

c.the focus of considerably attention.

d.balance,

e.have found that

f.about this, I asked...

g.these facts, we decided to...

h.and Y had a statistically significant effect.




Question 2 (8 points)
And some more phrases for you.

	Column A


	1.

	We found substantial:[image: image28.wmf]


	We found substantial

	
	2.

	We wondered:[image: image29.wmf]


	We wondered

	
	3.

	An experiment:[image: image30.wmf]


	An experiment

	
	4.

	A comparison:[image: image31.wmf]


	A comparison

	
	5.

	The results of this research:[image: image32.wmf]


	The results of this research

	
	6.

	Our findings are:[image: image33.wmf]


	Our findings are

	
	7.

	Our findings highlight:[image: image34.wmf]


	Our findings highlight

	
	8.

	We identified:[image: image35.wmf]


	We identified

	

	
	Column B

a.was made between

b.the importance of ...

c.whether...

d.several lines of research.

e.consistent with previous research on this.

f.was conducted

g.revealed

h.differences in attitude between X and Y
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Active or passive? A sample Study Methodology

Question 1 (8 points)
Read the text. In the first extract, choose which of the 2 underlined forms is correct in each case and enter your answers below.
"To determine / determining    how consumers respond to descriptive labels we were conducting / conducted    a six-week field experiment in a faculty cafeteria at the University of Illinois. After reviewing / reviewed    the past sales of products in the cafeteria, we selected six products that were popular enough being offered / to be offered    twice a week and which were represented / represented    a wide variety of foods. Descriptive labels included a mix of geographic labels, nostalgia labels or sensory labels that were presented / presented     next to the items in the cafeteria".

And here, open the brackets. 

... "Most of the questions (ask)     in the form of Likert-type questions (e.g. from strongly disagree=1 to strongly agree = 9). the willingness to pay (measure)    based on the amount of money customers said they would be willing to pay for their menu item".
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Using infinitives to say "why"

Think of research you have done recently (or simply think of procedures you follow at work). Write 3 sentences - each one should start with an infinitive saying why you do this.

e.g. I check homework regularly.

To make sure the students don't leave all the studying till the examination session, I set homework and check it regularly. 

So, can I use "I"?
Opinions differ a lot on that.

The traditional answer is "no", but this is increasingly changing. In principle, it is always best to read the articles published in the journal you are planning to send your article to to see what the rules there are.

However, it is becoming more and more common to use "I" in academic writing. This makes your writing much clearer and also kore personal. 

If you want to avoid using "I", the solutions may be:

· make what you are writing the subject: 

· This article describes

· This chapter looks at

· use the passive voice

· we analysed the results --> the results were analysed

· use an impersonal construction with "it":

· it would seem that

· it can be argued that 

· it is believed that

· it is a well-known fact that

· it was found that

· use an adverb to express your opinion

· unfortunately, ...

· clearly, ...

· surprisingly, ...

When is "I" definitely okay?

- Usually when you avoid using "I", you create clumsy Passive constructions. It is always better to write a clear sentence with "I" then a sentence with a passive voice which is difficult to understand.

For a more detailed look on how and when to use "I" in academic writing, have a look at this article:

https://twp.duke.edu/uploads/assets/first_person.pdf 
It makes a number of interesting points, such as:

- It is more okay to use "I"  when we talk about intellectual aspects ("We hypothesise that...") that when you talk about procedures ("We washed the equipment"). 

Avoiding "I"

Question 1 (5 points)
Rewrite this paragraph to avoid so much "I". 

It is comments like these that the ASC and Womensport seek to minimize and I endeavoured to investigate further in my own research. In my study after collecting the newspapers between the 9th - 23rd September, I went through and added the total number of sport articles there were that male, female and both genders featured in. I then divided up my sample period into two weeks, Period 1 being the 9 th - 16th and Period 2 being 17-23rd. The results for both these periods were tallied and can be found in Figure 2.
http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/llonline/writing/arts/sociology/2.3.1.xml
Your answer:[image: image46.wmf]




Question 2 (5 points)
Rewrite this paragraph to avoid unnecessary use of "I".

Television shows and advertisements do not only stick to traditional stereotypes, but also focus on renewing gender roles and images within society (Courtney, 1983: 24). In the following essay, I will briefly look at television as a social communicator and then look at the ways its programmes and commercials construct and reinforce gender stereotypes.
http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/llonline/writing/arts/sociology/2.3.1.xml
Your answer:[image: image47.wmf]
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