How we paraphrase ourselves when we write

We tend to use paraphrasing in 2 different ways.

 

1. We use synonyms in the text to make the text flow and sound better.

 

2. We paraphrase what we just said to make sure that people understand exactly what we meant to say.

Look at the examples below.

 

Here, the writer is using synonyms not to repeat the same term at the same time.

Equity theory suggests that consumers evaluate service experiences by assessing the balance between what they received and what they expected, including the cost of the service. <...> For example, restaurant customers may experience service that they perceive (=believe) to be slow or unattentive, or they could receive food that is somehow unsatisfactory. Customers are then faced with the task of having the service experience adjusted (=changed; приводить в соответствие) in some way to align (=adjust) the outcomes with their expectations.Consumers typically evaluate the components of a service (such as food, service and atmosphere) rather than as a total picture. (Susskind; adapted slightly) 

 

Here, the writers want to make sure they are understood correctly: they want to make what they say more precise.

We first need to explore its <burnout's> definitional borders. In other words, how do we conceptualize, in various dimensions, the nature of burnout? (Maslach&Schaufeli).

Two general views on talent emerge. <...> The first regards talent as a resource to be managed primarily according to performance level.That is, highly competent performers are to be <...> hired and differentially rewarded. (=paid more than others) (Lewis&Heckman, adapted).


The second theory is based within the concepts of workforce planning rather than HR. That is not to say that using it cannot be fruitful.  (Lewis&Heckman, adapted).

NB: note that the part before "that is" tends to be more general, and the part after "that is" is usually more specific, almost like an example. 

We strive to make our classrooms less teacher-centred. That is, the students should be allowed opportunities to speak and do tasks, not just listen to the teacher.  Here, the second part explains what "teacher-centred" is.

Two more useful phrases are "having said that" (in Russian it's a bit like "И всё же", "не отменяя сказанного выше, нужно добавить", "нужно оговориться, что"):

He is a brilliant trainer. Having said that, he is not easy to work with at all. 

Positive word-of-mouth communication is reported to emerge from satisfying service encounters while negative communication generally emerges from dissatisfying encounters. Having said that, let me note that this study did not measure the specific content of the respondents' word-of-mouth communication. ( Susskind). 

 

 

Making yourself clear.

Write 2-sentence paragraphs about anything that interests you. Post them as comments.


1. .... That is to say, ... .

2. .... . That is not to say ... .

3. ... . In other words, ... .

4. .... . In essence, ... . 

5. ... Having said that, ...

Paraphrasing other people's texts: What can we change to paraphrase?

We often need to paraphrase material when we are reporting what other people wrote.

Here are some easy ways to change the input texts. 

 

1. Change the part of speech:

Linguistics is a science about language. --> Linguists study language.

2. Change a noun into a verb, an adjective into an adverb etc.

The application of standards should be universal. --> Standards should be applied universally.

3. Change the grammar construction used.

It is clear that this research needs to be repeated with a bigger sample for its validity to be beyond doubt. -->  Clearly, it is necessary to replicate this research with a bigger sample, so that its validity will be beyond doubt.

4. Use a synonym:

Given the challenges facing us ... --> In view of the challenges facing us... 

5. Use an antonym.

The scientific community disagrees about this. -> There is no consensus.

For more exercises on synonyms, see the next task on Schoology.

For more exercises on paraphrasing, consider Chapters 7.3 - 7.7 in A.Wallwork's "English for Academic Research Writing Exercises) - you will find the book in the yellow folder on our course page.

Match these common academic synonyms

Question 1 (20 points)

Here are some very common academic words. Can you find their synonyms? 

This activity is taken from Bailey, S. 2015 The Essentials of Writing for Academic Students. Routledge.

	Column A


	1.

	area:[image: image1.wmf]


	area

	
	2.

	feeling:[image: image2.wmf]


	feeling

	
	3.

	behaviour:[image: image3.wmf]


	behaviour

	
	4.

	benefit:[image: image4.wmf]


	benefit

	
	5.

	category:[image: image5.wmf]


	category

	
	6.

	component:[image: image6.wmf]


	component

	
	7.

	controversy:[image: image7.wmf]


	controversy

	
	8.

	drawback:[image: image8.wmf]


	drawback

	
	9.

	expansion:[image: image9.wmf]


	expansion

	
	10.

	framework:[image: image10.wmf]


	framework

	
	11.

	goal:[image: image11.wmf]


	goal

	
	12.

	interpretation:[image: image12.wmf]


	interpretation

	
	13.

	issue:[image: image13.wmf]


	issue

	
	14.

	method:[image: image14.wmf]


	method

	
	15.

	option:[image: image15.wmf]


	option

	
	16.

	quotation:[image: image16.wmf]


	quotation

	
	17.

	results:[image: image17.wmf]


	results

	
	18.

	statistics:[image: image18.wmf]


	statistics

	
	19.

	trend:[image: image19.wmf]


	trend

	
	20.

	output:[image: image20.wmf]


	output

	

	
	Column B

a.system; approach

b.target, aim

c.advantage

d.part

e.emotion

f.production

g.disadvantage

h.increase

i.type

j.citation

k.structure

l.possibility

m.topic

n.figures; data

o.explanation

p.conduct

q.argument

r.tendency

s.findings

t.field




Question 2 (18 points)

Here are some more very common academic words. Can you find their synonyms? 

This activity is taken from Bailey, S. 2015 The Essentials of Writing for Academic Students. Routledge.

	Column A


	1.

	alter:[image: image21.wmf]


	alter

	
	2.

	accelerate:[image: image22.wmf]


	accelerate

	
	3.

	analyse:[image: image23.wmf]


	analyse

	
	4.

	achieve:[image: image24.wmf]


	achieve

	
	5.

	assist:[image: image25.wmf]


	assist

	
	6.

	attach:[image: image26.wmf]


	attach

	
	7.

	challenge:[image: image27.wmf]


	challenge

	
	8.

	claim:[image: image28.wmf]


	claim

	
	9.

	clarify:[image: image29.wmf]


	clarify

	
	10.

	confine:[image: image30.wmf]


	confine

	
	11.

	develop:[image: image31.wmf]


	develop

	
	12.

	eliminate:[image: image32.wmf]


	eliminate

	
	13.

	evaluate:[image: image33.wmf]


	evaluate

	
	14.

	maintain:[image: image34.wmf]


	maintain

	
	15.

	predict:[image: image35.wmf]


	predict

	
	16.

	reduce:[image: image36.wmf]


	reduce

	
	17.

	retain:[image: image37.wmf]


	retain

	
	18.

	strengthen:[image: image38.wmf]


	strengthen

	

	
	Column B

a.limit

b.remove

c.decrease

d.join

e.suggest

f.evolve

g.take apart; research; consider

h.reach

i.explain

j.help

k.change

l.forecast; foretell

m.speed up

n.assess; examine

o.reinforce

p.insist (also, to continue: another meaning)

q.keep

r.question; problem; conundrum




Question 3 (8 points)

Please paraphrase the underlined words in the sentences. Most (but not all) of the verbs were used in the exercises above. 

This exercise is also based on Bailey, S. 2015 The Essentials of Writing for Academic Students. Routledge.

1. Professor Hicks questioned the findings of the research.

2. The statistics show a steady increase in applications.

3. The institute's prediction has caused a major controversy.

4. Cost seems to be the leading drawback to that system.

5. They will concentrate on the first option.

6. The framework can be retained, but the goal needs to be altered.

7. OPEC, the oil producers' cartel, is to cut production to raise global prices.

8. The trend for people to have smaller families has sped up in the last decade.

Your answer:[image: image39.wmf]




Question 1 (10 points)
Below you will find an extract from an interview with Shawn Achor, a well-known positive psychologist. 
Read the extract. Do you agree with Dr Achor that a lot depends on our perception (восприятие)?
 

- Would you say that optimism and hope come before happiness? How do you go about believing that positive change is possible?
- Yes, absolutely. But it’s more than just optimism. An optimist or a pessimist would argue whether one object, such as a glass, is half full or half empty. But by shifting one’s reality to include more true facts, you could include the pitcher (графин) of water sitting next to the glass. It doesn’t matter if the glass is empty if, in reality, you could fill it. Your brain can process only 40 bits of information per second despite a deluge (поток) of 11 million pieces of information coming from all your nerve endings. What your brain attends to (= pays attention to)  becomes your reality. Based on this research, the best way to change your reality is to first realize that there are multiple realities from which you could choose. I could focus on the one failure in front of me, or spend my brain’s resources processing the two new doors of opportunity that have opened. One reality leads to paralysis, the other to positive change. 
We eat, sleep and brush our teeth every day, yet we neglect something crucial: priming our brain to positive. Create a two minute daily habit of thinking of 3 new things you are grateful for each day, journaling about a positive experience for two minutes, meditating by watching your breath go in and out, or writing a positive 2 minute email.
http://www.forbes.com/sites/danschawbel/2013/09/10/shawn-achor-what-you-need-to-do-before-experiencing-happiness/ 
Now try to paraphrase the underlined sentences in your own words. Post your answers as a reply to this task. 
PAGE  
5

