Module 1: Building texts and giving definitions
Folder.Unit 1: Sentence - Paragraph - Text.

What makes a good paragraph?
http://screencast.com/t/VWAFl9mm
Topic Sentences Continued
http://screencast.com/t/SRc5q9xLFC
Word order in sentences - easier

Question 1 (5 points)
Which sentence in each pair sounds best? Remember, you don't want to sound like Yoda and you want your sentence to be as clear as possible! 
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	Dr Hirsch has led studies into the way that smells can influence our perception of time.
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	Studies into the way our perception of time is influenced by smess have been led by Dr Hirsch.
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	Our sense of smell can even affect productivity in office environments.
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	In office environments even our sense of smell can affect productivity.

	[image: image5.wmf] e
	This book with the previous one shares a number of aspects.
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	This book shares a number of aspects with the previous one.
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	After the written examinations each student has between May and June an oral exam.
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	After the written examinations each student has a written exam between May and June.
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	Three issues are going to be explored in this article.
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	In this article, the exploration of three issues will be presented.


Put the sentences in order to make a paragraph

Find the topic sentences in the paragraphs

Make bigger paragraphs.

Question 1 (5 points)
This text is divided into very small paragraphs. This is typical of newspaper writing, but not of academic writing. 
Which paragraphs can you combine  to make this text look more academic? Post your answers as a comment.
(1) Managing creative people is hard for two reasons.

(2) Firstly, creative people are very independent-minded. Most of them don’t like being told what to do, so they’re not keen on (=don't like) being managed. 

(3) And they’re not just being prima donnas. As Dan Pink has pointed out, autonomy (freedom of thought and action) is highly correlated with creativity. If you micromanage creativity, you kill it.

(3) Secondly, creativity is inherently unpredictable and risky. And as a manager you’re under pressure to minimize risks and deliver predictable results. 

(4) So if you are to succeed, you will need to find a way of giving people a certain amount of creative freedom while still maintaining control of the outcome, and of tolerating risk without letting it get out of control. Not an easy balance.

(http://lateralaction.com/managing-creativity/, slightly adapted)

Make smaller paragraphs.

Question 1 (10 points)
This should be more than one paragraph!  Can you divide the text logically into paragraphs?  Put your answers in the comments. You will also learn some useful academic vocabulary.
(1) Maslow (1943) stated that people are motivated to achieve certain(= specific)  needs.(2) When one need is fulfilled a person seeks to fulfill the next one, and so on.(3)The earliest and most widespread (= common, popular)  version of Maslow's (1943, 1954) hierarchy of needs includes five motivational needs, often depicted as hierarchical levels within a pyramid. (4) This five stage model can be divided into basic needs (e.g. physiological, safety, love, and esteem = respect) and growth needs (self-actualization). (5)The basic needs are said to motivate people when they are unmet. (6) Also, the need to fulfil (= realize) such needs will become stronger the longer the time they are denied.(7) For example, the longer a person goes without food the more hungry they will become. (8) One must satisfy lower level basic needs before progressing on to meet higher level growth needs. (9) Once these needs have been reasonably satisfied, one may be able to reach the highest level called self-actualization. (10) Every person is capable (= has the ability) and has the desire to move up the hierarchy toward a level of self-actualization.  (11)  Unfortunately, progress is often disrupted (= broken)  by failure to meet lower level needs. (12) Life experiences, including divorce and loss of job may cause an individual to fluctuate (= move up and down) between levels of the hierarchy. (13) Maslow noted (=said) only one in a hundred people become fully self-actualized.

www.simplypsychology.com, abridged.

Which sentence is not needed in this paragraph?

Question 1 (6 points)
You will read an essay about foreign films and locally made films. In each paragraph, somewhere there is an extra sentence - a sentence which should not be there. Choose which sentence is not needed in each paragraph.
For example, in Paragraph 1 it is "Foreign food is also sometimes more popular". This sentence changes the topic and is not connected with the sentence before or after it! 

Now, find sentences like this in the other paragraphs.

Many people prefer to watch foreign films rather than locally produced films. Why could this be?
Should governments give more financial support to local film industries?
It is true that foreign films are more popular in many countries than domestically produced films. Foreign food is also sometimes more popular. There could be several reasons why this is the case, and I believe that governments should promote local film-making by subsidising the industry.

(1) There are various reasons why many people find foreign films more enjoyable than the films produced in their own countries. (2) Firstly, the established film industries in certain countries have huge budgets for action, special effects and to shoot scenes in beautiful locations. (3) Hollywood blockbusters like ‘Avatar’ or the James Bond films are examples of such productions. (4) Some people think "Avatar" deserved an Oscar, but another film got it instead. (5) Another reason why these big-budget films are so successful is that they often star the most famous actors and actresses, and they are made by the best producers and directors. (6) The poor quality, low-budget filmmaking in many countries suffers in comparison.

(7) In my view, governments should support local film industries financially.(8) In every country, there may be talented amateur film-makers who just need to be given the opportunity to prove themselves. (9) To compete with big-budget productions from overseas, these people need money to pay for actors and other costs related to producing high-quality films.(10) If governments  help with these costs, they would see an increase in employment in the film industry, income from film sales, and perhaps even a rise in tourist numbers. (11) New Zealand, for example, has seen an increase in tourism related to the 'Lord of the Rings' films, which were partly funded by government subsidies.(12) Governements should also subsidize medicine, education and other social intiatives. 

(13) Watching good films can make us better people. (14)  In conclusion, I believe that increased financial support could help to raise the quality of locally made films and allow them to compete with the foreign films that currently dominate the market. 

adapted from http://ielts-simon.com/ielts-help-and-english-pr/ielts-writing-task-2/
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These sentences are too long!

Look at the 2 sentences below. They are too long!

Please rewrite them as paragraphs and post your answers as a comment below.. You can make any changes you want.

Sentence 1:

Using automatic translation software (e.g. Google Translate, Babel fi sh,
and Systran) can considerably ease the work of researchers when they
need to translate documents thus saving them money (for example the
fee they might have otherwise had to pay to a professional translator)
and increasing the amount of time they have to spend in the laboratory
rather than at the computer.

Sentence 2: 

The aim of our study was to assess changes in the level of tolerance of
natives of one country towards immigrants over the course of a 50-year
period in order to be able to advise governmental agencies on how to
develop strategies based on those countries that have been more
successful in reducing racism as already investigated in previous studies,
but not in such a systematic way, and to establish correlations with data
from the USA, which until now have been reported only sporadically.

The examples are taken from Wallwork , A. 2013 English for Academic Research. Writing Exercises.

Question 1 (5 points)
Which sentence is the topic sentence in each paragraph? 
(1) Market research findings are important in developing the overall marketing mix for a given product. (2) By identifying specific customer needs a business can adjust the features, appearance, price anddistribution method for a target market segment. 

(3) Market research findings are important in developing the overall marketing mix for a given product. (4) By identifying specific customer needs a business can adjust the features, appearance, price and distribution method for a target market segment.

(5) New technologies and changing fashion means goods and services have a limited product life cycle. (6)  Ideally, the marketing mix is adjusted to take account of each stage.(7)  For example, the life of a product can be extended by changing packaging to freshen a tired brand and so boost sales.

(8) There is no single right marketing mix that works for all businesses at all times. (9) The combination of product, price promotion and place chosen by a business will depend on its size, competition, the nature of the product and its objectives.

(10) The overall marketing mix is the business’ marketing strategy. (11)  It is judged a success if it meets the marketing department’s objectives, eg increase annual sales by 5%.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zw987ty/revision/3
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Question 2 (2 points)
Which sentence is the topic sentence?
(1) The "flipped classroom" is a pedagogical model in which the typical lecture and homework elements of a course are reversed(=change place). (2)  Short video lectures are viewed by students at home before the class session, while in-class time is devoted to exercises, projects, or discussions. (3) The video lecture is often seen as the key ingredient in the flipped approach, such lectures being either created by the instructor and posted online or selected from an online source. (4) While a prerecorded lecture could certainly be a podcast or other audio format, the ease with which video can be accessed and viewed today has made it very common.

 

https://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/eli7081.pdf (adapted) 
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Question 3 (2 points)
Which sentence is the topic sentence here? (NB: the answer will surprise you).
(1) People do it everyday. (2)  They log on to their favorite website and browse for hours, checking out bargains (= best prices). (3) They put everything they want into their shopping carts, knowing they can think again before buying.  (4) And then, when they have decided on their purchases, they enter private information withoutthinking about it. (5) They put their personal data into what may or may not be a secure zone. (6) Despite what much of the public believes, internet shopping is not safe. 
http://www.rit.edu/ntid/rate/sea/processes/paragraph/process/placement  (adapted)
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