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 Academic Writing  
Basic Skills Classification

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Paragraph structure Simple essay structure Complex essay structure
Topic sentence &  
supporting details

Thesis statement & 
supporting paragraphs

Thesis statement & 
supporting oarts

Pre- writing strategies Introduction & conclusion Types of hooks

Illustrative paragraphs Illustrative essays Descriptive essays

Process paragraphs Process essays:  
informative type

Process essays:  
directive type

Comparison or contrast 
paragraphs

Comparison or contrast 
essays ( single type)

 Comparison & contrast 
essays ( mixed tyep)

Argumentative paragraphs Argumentative essays For and against essays

Cause & effect paragraphs Cause OR effect essays Cause AND effect essays

Avoiding plagiarism: citation Avoiding plagiarism: 
paraphrases

Avoiding plagiarism: 
multiple references

Proofreading Editing Formatting  
( MLA, APA, Chicago )



Application

Horizontal 
application

Vertical 
application



Questions for 
discussion:

Academic writing 
course design Academic writing 

component across 
curriculum

Promoting 
critical thinking 
and collaborative 
learning

Assessment 
strategies

Common 
mistakes and 
challenges




